Membership of the Faculty of Podiatric Medicine
(MFPM)
Part 1
Guidance to Candidates
November 2014

Contents

Page No.

1. Introduction

1

2. Part 1 written examination

1

3. Syllabus

1

4. Calculating the pass mark

2

5. Issue of examination results

2

6. Appendix 1 – sample of MCQ answer sheet

3

College web address: www.rcpsg.ac.uk

GUIDANCE FOR CANDIDATES
1. Introduction
The examination consists of both a written paper and a Structured Oral Examination.
Candidates will be awarded a pass or a fail. A pass in the Part 1 written and Part 2 Structured Oral
examinations respectively will be required to achieve an overall pass and entitlement to Membership
of the Faculty of Podiatric Medicine.

2. Aim and Format
2.1 The aim of this part of the examination is to test the range of knowledge and understanding
that underpins direct patient care.
2.2 The examination will cover the range of topics included in the Syllabus as described in more
detail below.
2.3 The examination takes the form of one written paper of 3 hours’ duration.
2.4 The paper will consist of Multiple Choice Questions, normally with 180 Single Best Answer
questions.
2.5 Each question will be worth one mark: there is no negative marking.
2.6 The examination will be conducted in English.
2.7 Candidates are expected to have gained a minimum of one year’s post-registration
experience in Podiatric Medicine practice before entering this examination.
Sample questions can be found here.

3.

Syllabus

The syllabus consists of three main areas to be examined in approximately the following proportions:

Podiatric Medicine
Pharmacology
Diagnostics and Imaging

50%
25%
25%

More details of the syllabus can be found here.

4. Calculating the pass mark
For each examination diet, a passing standard (i.e. pass mark) is set using an Angoff standard setting
procedure. This means that, at each exam diet, an expert panel meets to define and discuss a
‘borderline’ candidate and agree what are acceptable skills and attributes in the context of Podiatric
Medicine. Judgement from the experts is collected on each question (item) with consideration given
on the probability of a borderline candidate being able to answer the question correctly. The pass
mark is then calculated by adding together the probabilities for the individual questions within the
paper. Therefore, the pass mark will vary at each examination diet.

5. Issue of Examination results
The examination results for the Part 1 paper will be posted on the College website approximately 5
weeks after the examination. Results will also be sent to candidates by post following publication on
the website. Candidates who have been unsuccessful will be given feedback on their performance in
their result letter.

Appendix 1
Sample MCQ answer sheet: Sample MCQ document provides information on how to complete this
sheet.

